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From: WEWoodsMPH@aol.com

Sent: Thursday, August 24 2006 9:10 AM
C

To: Lao, Elena
It) CC)

Cc: Kim, Gail T.
C

Subject: Executive Mailers Committee Testimony
0

Aloha City Clerk andCouncilmembers:

Dueto late noticeof thehearingandprior commitmentsPleaseacceptthetestimonyby LindaWong

asbeingmy full sentimentsand statementsasmy own.

Do good,

Bill WoodsP.O.Box 37083
Honolulu, Hawaii 96837
808 537-2000

STRONGNON SUPPORTFORRESOLUTION06-291 Relatingto City Council
AppointedTask Forcechargedto examineandreportre theNeighborhoodBoardSystem
including:

mii at n f th B em
4)SsmsWidioror.nizing thenumb~nitkqardinthts stem,and
6) Reviewingthe_meetingscheduleof theboardsto detennintwbetherit shouldbe
cbangeditnaaeveryothermonth~

STRONG NON SUPPORT FOR RESOLUTION 06-291-1 pm,
Aug. 24, 2006

TO: CouncilmemberDonovanDelaCruz, Chair,ExecutiveMattersandLegalAffairs
CouncilmemberAnn Kobayashi,
CouncilmemberCharlesDjou
CouncilmemberRod Tam,
CouncilmemberBarbaraMarshall,
CouncilmemberToddApo,
CouncilmemberRomyCachola,
CouncilmemberNestorGarcia,
CouncilmemberGaryOkino

Misc. Corn. No. 1331

EM8 /24/2006
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FROM: Linda Wong,PrivateCitizen
DATE: August23, 2006

RE: STRONGNON SUPPORTFORRESOLUTION06-291 Relatingto City Council

AppointedTaskForcechargedto examineandreportre theNeighborhoodBoardSystem.

AlohaChairDonovanDelaCruz andCouncilmembers,

SinceI havebeenelectedto a seatin aNeighborhoodBoardfor severalyears,have
participatedin numerousNeighborhoodCommissionMeetings,andhadnumerous
dealingswith theNeighborhoodCommissionOffice, I feel qualifiedto speakon this
subject.

I cannotsupportRESOLUTION06-291Relatingto City CouncilAppointedPrivateTask
Forcechargedto examineandreport re the NeighborhoodBoardSystem.I find thatthe

operationaldifficulties RESOLUTION06-291 quotesandtheCity Auditor’s findings are
beingcloakedwith optionsto rid our citizenryof theNeighborhoodBoardsthemselves.
The NeighborhoodBoardsdid notmaketheOrganizationChartor political landscapethat
perpetuatestheoperationaldifficulties of theNeighborhoodCommissionOffice andthe
NeighborhoodCommission.

I havereadtheCity Auditor’s Audit of theNeighborhoodSystemthattheCity Council
voice fully askedtheCity Auditor to conductAugust31,2005.Many Chairsof
NeighborhoodBoardstestifiedin personon thatdayin favorof theAudit asthey
experiencemanyproblemswith NeighborhoodCommissionOffice andtheNeighborhood
Commissionitself The City Auditor listednumerousproblemsandoversightswith the
NeighborhoodCommissionOffice andtheNeighborhoodCommissionitself

The City Auditor only listed someproblemswith someNeighborhoodBoardsof which
this RESOLUTION06-291seemsto wrongly magnify.

In yourRESOLUTION06-291you quote“Whereas,someoftheaudit findingsofthe
system’sdisjointedstructureinclude.. .“ thereis no mentionof our City Auditor’s
“RecommendationsandResponse”;. . . “to considerseparatingtheneighborhood
commissionandneighborhoodcommissionoffice from themanagingdirector’soffice and
attachingthem to anotherexecutivebranchagency”to alleviatethis problem.

Insteadof following theCity Auditor’s recommendationsthattheCity Council itself
requested,the City Council’s RESOLUTION06-291calls for aPrivatetaskforce
appointedby theCity Councilchargedwith examiningandreporting:

1) Ellmin VonfheNlBs stem!The City Auditor did NOT recommendthis. This
chargeby theCity Council is “throwing out thebabywith thebathwater”andperpetuates
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negativefeelingsbetweentheNeighborhoodBoardsandthe City Council.
2) In e~isi the owraa&anthDrit)LQLthts slcrn;The City Auditor already
recommendedtheseparationofCity Powersto accomplishthisaim andendpolitical
maneuvering.
3) c~llnpenstt!n~Badmebe ; this wasnevermentionedandI imaginewould only
be acceptedd by thoseBoardmembersthatlook upontheirelectionasa “vocation”
insteadof an advocation.
4) ns~Jidtionorreoranizin~ihe-iuihe1Sfbart~t$Y~tLHEthis wasnever
mentionedanywherein the Call for anAudit Reso04-387Relatingto Audit oftheNCO,
or theAudit itself Clearlythis is an optionput forth by theCity Council. I rememberthe
City Council proposing21 seatsinsteadofthe current9 on theCity Council in another
Reso.
5) ~~yj~wi tkesJaryLtkt~slumisiQneplnyees;thiswasmentionedin related
testimonyre theCall for an Audit; Reso04-387Relatingto Audit oftheNCO. Thepast
ExecutiveSecretarymadeadecisionthattheNCO doesn’thaveenoughmonies/timeto
supporttheNeighborhoodBoardswith aNeighborhoodBoardAssistantto takethe
NeighborhoodBoardminuteslongerthanfor a 2 hourmeeting.ThesesupposedlyHGEA
type positionsaresupposedto work 32hoursaweek.Theyarebeingpaid32 hoursa week
andwhataretheydoingcorrectly theother30 hours?CertainlytheNCO shouldtake
NeighborhoodBoardmeetingminutesaccuratelyandnot lack information requiredby the
sunshinelaw, takeminutespasttwo hoursonceamonthin their 128 hoursmonthly work
when supportingtheNeighborhoodBoard is foremostin theirchargeandassure
compliancewith thepublic noticerequirementsfor boardmeetingminutes.This has led to
Chairscuttingmeetingsshortto ravetheykept ‘their’ meetingto 90 minutes. Qp~lic.~
~ Hereinyou
~findnloeNeiborhoodBoardswithnotllBoardseatsfilledabsenterates
~abletomeetuorumreuiremens.
6) R~yjewingAe meetingscheduleof thebiiardsAodetermiutwietherit shouldbe
ch~ajige4ttpiicteYeIyiithermnhthis was nevermentionedanywherein theCall for
anAudit Reso04-387Relatingto Audit of theNCO, or theAudit itself. Clearlythis is an
optionput forth by theCity Council itself. How can dissolvingNB meetingsbethinkable
if we cannotfinish our Boardmeetingsnowwithin 1.5 - 2 hours?

ThereforeI find I cannotsupportRESOLUTION 06-291Relating to a City Council
Appointed
PrivateTask Forcechargedto examineandreportre theNeighborhoodBoardSystem.I

find thattheoperationaldifficulties RESOLUTION06-291 quotesandtheCity Auditor’s
findingsarebeingcloakedwith optionsto rid our citizenry oftheNeighborhoodBoards

themselves.TheNeighborhoodBoardsdid notmaketheOrganizationChart or political
landscapethatperpetuatestheoperationaldifficulties of theNeighborhoodCommission
Office andtheNeighborhoodCommission.TheNeighborhoodBoardsthemselveshave
beenduly electedto serveastheCity Councilhasbeen.Let us completeour chargewith
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help from theCity Council, not disbandment,non-support,andnegativefeelings.

Respectfully,

Linda Wong
3071 PualeiCircle#203
Honolulu,HI 96815
Ph.923-7484
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